














Types of Stringed Instruments
The act of creating sound with a string covers a wide breadth of instruments found all
throughout the world. However, stringed instruments have four general families they can be
divided into.
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Lute History

The first recorded lute-like instrument is called
an “oud,” or “ud,” and is found in Mesopotamian
artifacts. An oud is made from light wood and
has a pear shape. The earliest ouds are
prehistoric, but modern ouds are still used in
music today!

Another important lute instrument is the
European Lute, which derived from the oud. The
lute had curved back and was often plucked
using a feather as a pick. By the early
Renaissance, the lute had 20 strings! The
modern guitar is a descendant of the
Renaissance lute.

Ud. 1916, Manol. The Metropolitan Museum of : . .
Art. New York, New York. e What other stringed instruments might

have come from the lute?







Guitars: Acoustic or Electric?

An acoustic guitar has a hollow body with a hole
carved in the center and six strings running from
the body to the top of the neck. The bars on the
neck are called “frets,” and are a guide for
different pitches. An electric guitar is smaller
than an acoustic guitar and is plugged into an
amplifier, or amp. Electric guitars make a
different sound than acoustic, but are played the
same way.

e Why would a musician want to use an

electric guitar instead of an acoustic?













Assemble the Box

Assemble the box. This is the body of your
guitar. The soundhole will sit closer to the
base of the guitar body than the top.




Build the Neck

Glue the long popsicle stick to the box. This will
be the lute neck, so make sure to leave 3 inches
of popsicle stick clear of the box.

Cut the small popsicle stick in half. Glue one half
near the top of the full sized popsicle stick,
perpendicular to the neck. It should look like a

lowercase t.

- : Caroline is measuring
To finish the headstock, cut a piece of dowel out the length for the
that is the width of the long popsicle stick. Glue nut by holding a dowel
it to the middle of the short popsicle stick. Let rod against the width

of the neck.

the headstock and neck dry.




Build the Bridge

Cut two pieces of dowel rod the same length
as the remaining half of the small popsicle
stick. Below the soundhole, glue the skinny
side of the popsicle stick and glue a cut dowel
rod on either side to support it. Wait for the
glue to completely dry on the neck and
bridge.




Caroline used
colored pencils to
draw lemons on the
face and a tree on
the back.

Decorate!

Decorate your guitar how you would like!
You can use paints, crayons, colored
pencils, or 3D elements. We don’t
recommend markers.



String Your Instrument

Cut the rubber band open. Thread one end
through the small hole at the bottom in the
box. Tie the rubber band to a bead on the
inside of the lute. This keeps your string in
place. Tie the other end to the top of the neck
above the headstock.

Caroline ties the bead
on the inside of her
lute with the rubber
band then closes it.




Glue the Box

For added strength, add a dab of glue to
the flaps of the box. Wait for them to
completely dry.




Then she cut
her frets so
they are ready
to be attached.

Caroline is marking
her pitches after
using her ear to
find them

Optional: Make Frets

Take the remainder of your dowel and cut it
into pieces that are the width of the neck.

Our starting pitch, or “do,” is the sound that
the guitar makes when you pluck the string
without holding anything down. Slide your
finger up and down the guitar string to find the
7 other notes in a scale, using a pen or pencil
to mark the neck where you find them. For
extreme accuracy, feel free to use an online
tuner. As a general rule, the octave occurs
halfway between the bridge and nut. are
some songs that start with intervals to help
you find the pitch from “do.”


https://www.earmaster.com/products/free-tools/interval-song-chart-generator.html

Attach the Frets

Glue the frets onto the guitar where you
marked the pitches. Glue down frets on
the marks you made. We found it best to
remove the string from the headstock
while we added frets.

Wait for the glue to completely dry.




You Did It!

Time to play! Post your lute
on social media and tag
@108contemporary with the
hashtag #108craftkits!




Other Resources

e Other Craft Kits
o https://108contemporary.orqg/craft-kits/
e About the Diddley-Bow

o https://108contemporary.org/about-the-diddley-bow/
e A Luthier’s Tale Video

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MuHBV4HHMFk



https://108contemporary.org/craft-kits/
https://108contemporary.org/about-the-diddley-bow/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MuHBV4HHMFk

